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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


MEETING AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 


Librarians and Library Assistants are invited to attend a Meeting 
at University College, London, on Wednesday, September 26th, at 
7.80 p.m., when a Lecture on “ Recent Work on the old play of Sir 
Thomas More,” with lantern illustrations, will be given by Professor 
R. W. Chambers. The Provost of the College (Sir Gregory Foster) 
and the Director (Dr. E. A. Baker) will speak on the School of 
Librarianship and will answer questions. Coffee will be served. 
Those intending to be present are requested to notify the Director 
beforehand. 

For the benefit of assistants who contemplate attending the School, the 
following information is given. 

Arrangements have been made for those holding posts in Libraries who 
are in a position to give only part of their time to training in the School of 
Librarianship to enable them to obtain the University Diploma in Librarian- 
ship or the certificates qualifying for the Diploma of the Library Association. 

Assistants in Libraries who do not desire to take either of the Diplomas, 


ed take special courses selected after consultation with the Director of the 
School. 


1. Qualifications required for registration as Students for the Diploma. 
The course of training is open 
(a) To Matriculated Students. 
(b) To Non-Matriculated Students whose preliminary education 


appears to be sufficient to enable them to take advantage of 
the course of training. 
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2. Length of Course for Part-Time Students. 
The part-time course for the Diploma may be completed in not less than 
three nor more than five years. 


3. Exemption from Attendance at Courses. 

A Student who has already held a salaried post in a recognised Library 
for not less than five years may be exempted from attendance at courses in 
which he has received approved training, provided that before being allowed to 
sit for the Diploma Examination he shall pursue an approved course in the 
School, extending over not less than two years. 

4. Exemption to Holders of Library Association Certificates. 

As a transitional measure until October Ist, 1925, candidates for the 
University Diploma in Librarianship who obtained the Library Association’s 
Certificates in three or more subjects before January Ist, 1920, will be exempted 
from courses and examinations in such subjects, and will be permitted to 
complete their Diploma Course in the School by taking courses in the remaining 
subjects. 

5. Examinations. 

The a ogee § Diploma Examination must be taken in two parts, the 
first part at the end of the first or second year, and the second part at the end 
of the course. 


6. Subjects Taught. 


(a) Bibliography. 
(b) Cataloguing. 
Classification. 
Library Organisation. 
Palzography. 
Library Routine. 
Public Library Law. 
Book-binding. 
Literary History and Book Selection. 
Latin. 
French (or another modern foreign language). 
Special and Public Lectures. 


7. Fees. 


One Lecture a week for the Session 

Two Lectures a week for the Session 

Three Lectures a week for the Session ane 

Any Single Course not exceeding 12 Lectures 

Three Lectures on Library Law (special fee) 

Examination Fee (to be paid when the Diploma Examination is 
taken) £2 12s. 6d. for each of the two parts of the examination 


Total 5 5 0 
8. Further Information. 


Further information may be obtained from the School Prospectus 
which may be obtained from The Director, School of Librarianship, 
University College, London (Gower Street, W.C.1). 

9. Time-Table for Part-Time Students. 

From the time-table on the following page, it will be seen that Part-Time 
Students can do their work at the College on Wednesday afternoons and in 
the evenings. The Courses included in the time-table may be spread over a 
period not exceeding five years according to the previous attainments and 
qualifications of a Candidate (see sections 2, 3, and 4 above). Part-Time 
Students may also attend any of the day courses, ‘of which full particulars will 
be found in the Prospectus of the School of Librarianship. 
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The Session is divided into three Terms. The Terms for 1923-24 are 
as follows :— 
First Term ... se ..- October Ist to December 19th, 1923 
Second Term 2. ... January 15th to March 26th, 1924 
Third Term ae ... April 24th to July 3rd, 1924 
Time-Table for Part-Time Students. 
Monday, 7.0 p.m.—Literary History 
‘Tuesday, 5.0 p.m.—Bookbinding (2nd Term). 
i 6.0 p.m.—Latin. 
ie 7.0 p.m.—French. 
Wednesday, 2.30 p.m.—Organisation. 
.30 p.m.—Public Library Law (Three Lectures in 3rd Term). 
45 p.m.—Cataloguing. 
p.m.—Public Lectures. 
p.m.—Routine. 
p.m.—Classification. 
p.m.—Palzography. 
p.m.—Bibliography. 


EDITORIALS. 


The President.—We are sorry to learn that our President, Mr. W. 
H. Parker, has had the misfortune to fall and break his arm and wrist. 
Members will join with us in extending to him our sympathy and good 


wishes for a speedy recovery from so painful an experience. 


The Forthcoming Session.—Next month we hope to publish 
details of the meetings that have been arranged for the coming winter. 
They are varied in character, and will, we think, appeal strongly to 
all our readers. May we remind them of the attempt that is being 
made to increase our membership to 1,000 during the coming year ? 
A certain amount of preliminary propaganda work has been already 
carried out towards this end, and further efforts will be made during 
the winter. Our Association is capable of exercising a very real 
influence in the profession and with public bodies, if it has the backing 
of assistants behind it. Any offers of help in bringing to the notice 
of assistants the aims of the Association will be warmly appreciated 
by the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Gurner P. Jones, B.A., Public Library, 
Bancroft Road, E.1. 


Library Association Correspondence Classes.—The usual Corre- 
spondence Classes will be held during the winter. Students desiring 
to enter must send in their names to the Honorary Secretary, Public 
pe Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1, not later than the last day 
of October. 


Birmingham Publicity.—We have received from the Birmingham 
Public Libraries a dozen picture postcards illustrating some of the 
library buildings and valuable treasures of the Reference Library. 
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The latter include facsimiles of the title-page of the First Folio 
Shakespeare, of the earliest deed relating to Birmingham, of the first 
book known to have been printed with special reference to Birmingham, 
etc. The cards, which are produced in photogravure by the Oxford 
University Press, are on sale at a penny each. If the experiment is 
a success, other sets of cards will be issued. This appears to be one 
of the most artistic and useful little pieces of publicity that we have 
seen for a long time. 

Westminster.—The trouble over the appropriation of the St. 
Martin’s library premises by the Westminster Council for other 
purposes still drags on. Recently the Council have offered the base- 
ment of the library premises to the Libraries Committee but it is 
possible that a site in Wardour Street may be eventually utilised for 
a permanent building. All this, however, does not affect the High 
Court action which is likely to be heard in October. 


Louvain.—The Daily Telegraph for July 28th contained a very 
interesting article by Emile Cammaerts on the inauguration of the 
Louvain Library. A brief summary is given of the immense work 
carried out in numerous countries with the object of restoring to 
Louvain some of the glory which passed out of existence in 1914. 
Tribute is paid to Mr. Henry Guppy for his tremendous efforts where 
the British gifts were concerned. 

Ireland.—The recent Irish Library Conference gives us hope 
that before long our colleagues across the Irish Channel will take a 
bigger part in library affairs. With the war and general disruption 





‘libraries and their staffs were in a very precarious condition. The 


present sign of new life gives us great hopes for the future. 


Bath.—After a long struggle extending over many years, Bath is 
to have a public lending library. The City Council, by an over- 
whelming majority, decided to take the step. During the course of 
the debate some of the usual absurd arguments were advanced, which, 
we are glad to know, did not influence the result. 


Margate.—The Margate Public Library was opened on September 
8rd by the Mayor. We wish the innovation every success, and only 
hope that the Corporation will support it as it does those excellent 
activities which are provided for mere holiday-makers like ourselves. 


Library Association Examination.—The next examination will 
be held in December, 1928. Entries must be on the official form 
obtainable from the Honorary Secretary of the Library Association, 
Public Library, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1. The closing date 
is 14th September. 

Fees: 10s. for each Sectional Examination, 5s. for re-examination 
or re-entry ; 5s. for Preliminary Examination, 2s. 6d. for re-examination 
or re-entry ; 10s. for Elementary Examination, 5s. for re-examination 
or re-entry. 
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Special Note—Prepared essays in the subjects are no longer 
required. In their stead an essay subject or subjects will form part 
of the Examination paper in each section. The period set for Literary 
History in this examination remains 1850-1870. For the May and 
December Examinations in Literary History in 1924, the special 
period set is 1870-1900. 

A.A.L. Committees.—The following committees of the Associa- 
tion have been formed :— 

Finance and General Purposes—Mr. F. E. Sandry (chairman), 
Messrs. Bullen, Chubb, Cooper (hon. sec.), Goulden, Parsons, Webb 
and Wickens. 

Press and Publications —Mr. G. F. Vale (chairman), Messrs. 
Bussey, Cashmore, Cross, Cummins, Miss Gerard, Messrs. Sharp 
(hon. sec.) and Smettem. 

Education and Library —Mr. W. B. Thorne (chairman), Messrs. 
Luke (hon. sec.), Evans, Miss Rees, Messrs. Williams and Wood. 

Benevolent Fund.—Messrs. Bullen, Sandry, Thorne and Wickens. 
All officers ex-officio members of all committees. 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Wednesday, 
September 19th, at 7 p.m. 


ON THE NEED FOR A PUBLIC LIBRARY PHILOSOPHY.* 
By RaLtpH Wricut, Wandsworth Public Libraries. 


In the first place let me make it clear that this paper is not an 
appeal for a philosophy of librarianship. I am asking for a view of 
life, from the Public Library standpoint, but spreading out on either 
side and interlacing with other views, just as the ribs in the stone work 
of a cathedral join with one another in making that fan vaulting which 
adds so much strength and beauty to the building. 

There are so many definitions of philosophy that it is difficult to 
choose between them, but one thing we can say with certainty is that 
“* Philosophy is an attempt to obtain a view of life more comprehensive 
than the ordinary naive view.” 

The naive mind concerns itself with things only so far as they 
serve existing needs, and is content to base its ideas upon the evidence 
of its senses. Animals, for instance, display ingenuity in obtaining 
food. They also show appreciation of the effects of the sun, but 
{so far as we know) they do not indulge in mental speculation concerning 
the nature and origin of these things. 

Man alone has become conscious of the world around him, and 
has enquired into its laws. 

Having discovered the laws of the universe, man has sought 
to use them for the further development of his personality. To 





*Read at Southwark, May 23rd, 1923. 
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this end he has created things that are daily growing in size and 
complexity. If man is to be their master rather than their servant, 
he will need to grow with them. 

One need not be over pessimistic in order to realise that our 
forms of government and our financial and industrial systems are 
machines which, if they are to be a blessing rather than a curse, will 
necessitate a race of men using powers of comprehension far greater 
than were required a century ago. In spite of this, few people are 
eager to make their view of life more comprehensive. They enquire 
into things as far as seems necessary for their own purposes, and beyond 
this point they are content to accept the world as they find it. 


Largely through this pursuit of private ends, coupled with its 
unexaminative acceptance of externals, life has come to be split into 
departments, each developed in regard to its more easily understood 
features in excess of the human need which it is intended to serve. 
The consequence is, that many things, while serving man in one way, 
damage his interests in other directions. 


Think how the industrial system, developed with little regard to 
any considerations but those of cheap production and monetary gain, 
has overstrained people’s nerves, and rendered hideous and unhealthy 
the surroundings of the greater part of our population. 


A common assumption is, that by subordinating the spiritual and 
zsthetic needs of the people to the exigencies of business we are 
better able to provide people with bread and butter; but listen to 
what Seebohm Rowntree says on the subject, in his book ‘‘ The Human 
Factor in Business ” :— 

“It is just as fatal an error to treat workers in the mass as it 
would be to treat machinery in the mass. . . Apart from the human 
aspect of the question, and for the moment considering the workers 
solely as instruments of production, such an impersonal way of 
treating them is a serious flaw in our method of business administration. 
. . . One cannot expect full efficiency from people who do not work 
in a pleasant and healthy environment. . . Each worker has a per- 
sonality as sensitive to its environment as yours or mine. . . Every 
worker should be looked upon as an individual, and encouraged to 
contribute his individual quota which no one else can contribute, to 
the success of the firm.” 

In elaboration of Rowntree’s remarks, I would add that since 
machines and systems are invented and may be improved by men, the 
wealth producing potentialities of the latter are the greater. There- 
fore, even so far as it can be carried out, the development of machines. 
and systems at the expense of the needs of the human personality is 
a mistaken policy. 

In reality, however, the money withheld from expenditure on 
things which would develop the creative powers of the individual, is 
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not saved for those ends which are too often thought to be all that is 
covered by the word “ utility.” The incompleteness of the lives of 
the people causes the expenditure of money on alcohol, tobacco, 
trashy literature and kinematograph entertainments in the effort to 
supply the missing elements. 


It is easy to adduce evidence of the wastage caused by alcohol 
and tobacco, but the case against certain forms of entertainment is not 
so easily proved. It seems to me that one fault in these forms of 
entertainment is that they foster in people those attributes which 
characterise the lower animals. Emphasis is laid in the popular novel 
or film play, on the external characteristics by which the untutored 
mind identifies things. The splendour of expensive furniture and 
clothes is displayed, but not their durability. The manners and 
customs of cultured people are made evident, but not the reasons on 
which they are based. The essential human qualities and the 


scientific principles that go to make everything which is really worth 


having, remain unrevealed. 

The effect of this failure to bring into play those reflective qualities 
constituting the difference between man and beast, is that people waste 
the world’s wealth upon showy but temporary furniture, shoddy 
clothes and anything superficially attractive. They are not unlike 
monkeys, unthinkingly snatching at every glittering thing. 

But there is a further effect. The person who always thinks of 
things instead of the ideas on which they are founded, is apt to conclude 
that the imitation of existing forms is the highest to which he should 
attain. Recently, I recommended to a cabinet-maker a book on 
furniture design. No, he knew more than any book could tell him 
about furniture. Yet, in the Ministry of Reconstruction booklet on 
“Art and Industry,” it is remarked that in furniture we have no. 
modern style, but are nauseated with “ styles” in imitation of the 
antique. The trouble is not confined to furniture. In everything, 
the soul-withering effects of mere imitation are evident. A new idea 
has not long been introduced before it is copied to such an extent that 
one becomes heartily sick of it. 


In certain matters the pre-occupation with existing forms induces 
an intolerance of new ideas. I remember how shocked I was whea 
first I read a book by Thomas Hardy. It seemed to me that it was 
no part of the function of a novel to deal with the matters which this 
book discussed : not that I had ever been told what the function of a 
novel was, but in the type of novel with which I was familiar, the 
discussion of these matters was eschewed. ‘‘ Why should this book 
be allowed to outrage long-established conventions?” I asked. 
Despite the important bearing of the question upon book-selection, 
the only explanation I received from the library world was that the 
book was a “classic.” ‘‘ But why permit a classic like this one?” 











320 


I persisted. After considerable thought I have furnished myself with 
the following answer, which I submit for your criticism :— 


All our ideas on life are merely approximations of the truth, and 
our laws and social conventions are provisional decisions. They 
should not be accepted blindly, but should be modified in the light 
of experience. Prince Bismarck once said that “If one must have 
experience it is best to get it at someone else’s expense.”’ It is this 
that literature can give us: experience at other people’s expense. 


The classics are sources of experience, not merely for the individual, 
but for the race. Being the works of master minds, they are closer 
approximations to the truth than the ideas by which the race is 
generally regulated. For this reason, classics which transcend rather 
than conform to, conventional ethics, should be included where 
pornographic literature of a poorer quality should not be tolerated. 


It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that the limits of 
human achievement are to be extended only by those exceptionally 
gifted people whose works in literature, or in any other form of art, 
have come to be recognised as classics. It is within the power of 
everyone to advance beyond existing frontiers, but he must first be 
inspired with that sense of wonder regarding the world about him, 
which, as I said, marks the first stage of man’s progress from the 
purely animal state. Consider the cabinet-maker whom I mentioned. 
What is wrong with him, is that he considers Chippendale and Sheraton 
furniture solely as things to be copied for a living. If you were to 
suggest to him that they are wonderful human achievements, and that 
the world is waiting for him to use his imagination in the pleasant and 
glorious work of surpassing them, he would laugh at you. With a 
superior order of mind this might be modesty: in him it is the 
attitude of the marketeer. For him, pleasure is to be purchased at the 
local kinematograph theatre: glory, a sensational affair generally 
achieved by “ going over the top”’: imagination, a thing connected 
with pictures and poetry—nice things to those who like them, but of 
no actual use. 

Unfortunately, this idea of his is largely true. At present, the 
imagination is cultivated chiefly for the production of works which 
are not so much used in life as set up for the adulation of social 
climbers and intellectual snobs. Take, for instance, the works of 
Shakespeare. We give them a lot of lip-service, but how many of 
us could explain exactly how they help people? Yet a child of ten 
could tell one the way in which the works of Sir Isaac Pitman are of use 


Similar remarks apply to the pictures in the public galleries. Can 
it really be claimed that the painter’s discovery of London’s misty 
glory has been used to develop a pictorial consciousness in our slum 
children? No, I think you will find that as a rule the works of the 
great masters in literature, painting, music and the other arts have not 
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been brought within the comprehension of the lay mind, nor has their 
connection with the life of the common people been clearly demons- 
trated. People who are concerned with fostering the arts are generally 
too taken up with their subjects to realise the necessity for bringing them 
into relation with the psychology of those for whom the arts are 
intended. 


As I have tried to show, this narrow vocational view and the 
pre-occupation with things rather than persons, are the greatest causes 
of waste in modern life. If the things of life are to be used for the 
good of mankind and not treated as ends in themselves, it will be 
necessary for each individual to have sympathy with every aspect of 
the human personality, and a view of life so comprehensive, that he 
shall not in one department defeat the ends for which another depart- 
ment is being worked. 


The medium through which this ideal might be achieved is the 
Public Library. 


At present, the Public Library reflects all the faults which it is 
intended to cure in the rest of the world. The “ things ” which form 
its chief apparatus are books. “‘ The books are the thing,” people 


say, and this half truth too often becomes a fetish. People talk with 


half-concealed pride of the fact that their Public Library contains so 
many thousand volumes, and expense on other things is kept at the 
minimum in order that as many books as possible may be purchased. 
In many places, however, it has come to be recognised that books are 
of no use unless they are read, and a larger proportion of the library 
income is therefore devoted to attracting librarians of business ability. 


This policy has resulted in an era of library efficiency and method. 
Henceforth, librarians are no longer to be meditative old folk, retiring 
from the world inside a sort of cocoon of booklore. Through the 
medium of advertisement they are to vie with the “‘ bookies ” on Epsom 
racecourse in disseminating indiscriminate praise of what they have to 
offer. They are to be able to state from memory the date and section 
of the Act of Parliament which empowers them to buy flour paste for 
repairing the books, and are to pass examinations on such matter as 
“* How library workers stand as regards superannuation ”’!! 


Henceforth the value of libraries is to be judged not by the 
number of books they contain but by the extent of their issues. But 
more subtle degrees of truth have been reached. Public libraries are 
to prove their “utility”: they are to justify themselves upon 
“economic ” grounds. Perhaps when it can be proved that books on 
bricklaying and kindred arts are as much used as those on the art of 
living, it will be held that the work of the Public Library s as 
“ necessary ” and “ useful ” as that of passing money from one person 
to another by writing figures in account books. 
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But really, it is not for the Public Library to justify itself upom 
such lines as these: (I doubt if it is possible). The Public Library 
should teach people the true meaning of the words “ utility” and 
“economy.” It should teach people that in addition to being brick- 
layers and clerks they are men, who owe it to their neighbours and to 
millions of fellow citizens in distant parts of our great empire, to 
extend their sympathies and their understanding of men and matters 
as completely as possible. 


Since library workers call their vocation a profession, they should 
be leaders and advisers of the people and not merely “ give the Public 
what they want.” On the other hand they should not adopt Bernard 
Shaw’s advice to “ give the Public something they need and don’t 
want.” The tendency to disregard every human desire but that for 
which one specially caters is a fault of which literature should cure 
people. Is the Public Library untouched by this failing? I do not 
think it is. 

With dingy wall colourings and age-spoiled pictures and notices» 
the interiors of many libraries are about as humanistic as railway 
waiting rooms. In the Carnegie libraries the rooms are usually 
decorated in lighter colours, but those which have formally arranged 
oaken furniture seem, in many instances, to be bare, and lacking in 
that “intimate” atmosphere which should characterise rooms in 
which people are to sit. Many library buildings are defaced with 
conventional ornaments in stucco which are ill fitted to create that 
demand for a meaning in everything, which would clear so much 
rubbish off the path of progress. It cannot be said that dirty, mis- 
shapen books, and magazine covers of ugly coloured cloth are educative, 
yet they are to be found in public libraries to a greater extent than is 
necessary. 

Now even those “ low fellows” who keep public-houses have 
enough vision to look beyond their beer engines, and see that the 
persons who stand at the other side of the counter are human. Recog- 
nising this, they do not rely solely upon the merits of their beer. 
They make their customers pay for palatial buildings, attractive 
lighting, comfortable chairs, ferns, and engaging pictures of huntsmen, 
actresses and champion eaters of hot sausages. 


Mind you, I do not suggest that the Public Library should adopt 
the crudities of the Public-House. Librarians can learn from publicans 
to be fishers of men rather than manipulators of books, but whether a 
library be in a slum area or in respectability-worshipping Suburbia, its 
tone should be superior to that of its surroundings. It should show 
ee what their homes should be like and what qualities they should 

k for in the goods they buy. Its walls should be hung with good 
engravings of famous pictures likely to interest the layman. Its rooms 
should be decorated with ferns and flowers, and throughout the 
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building, the fact that harmonious colour and form are indispensable 
for the complete development of human beings, should never be 
disregarded. 

The unit by which the Public Library organisation should be 
built is the mental stature of its readers. Spenders of library funds 
should ask themselves not “How many books does the library 
contain?” nor even “ How numerous are its issues?” but ‘“ How 
catholic is the taste of its readers? At present the reading of most 
people is too limited in scope. There are the readers of adventure 
tales, those who prefer love stories, those who like books on domestic 
life and those whose reading is mainly confined to the literature of 
electrical engineering, communism or psycho-analysis. 

You will remember that the ladder which God extended to Jacob 
was not dangled half-way up in the sky: it led to heaven from the 
ground at Jacob’s feet. Similarly, if bricklayers are to read about 
Greek culture, and dressmakers about the life of William Morris, they 
will only be brought to do so through their daily interests. The 
Public Library should take advantage of the “ passing cry” which 
engages people’s attention in the newspapers and in other ways. For 
instance, when strikes are being discussed in the newspapers and 
debating societies, Charlotte Bronté’s “Shirley” might be put 
forward with a notice calling attention to its topical interest. Surely, 
if fiction is worth anything as a commentary on life, it is at such times 
that its value becomes manifest. 

Libraries should be advertised by the display of their goods ; 
not by platitudinous praise of them. There might be framed on the 
walls “A specimen of Swinburne’s prose.” Periodicals such as 
“The Studio ” and “ The Connoisseur ” should not be tucked away 
to be issued on demand, but should be displayed open in glass cases. 
The study of foreign languages should be stimulated by copies of the 
best foreign illustrated periodicals. The works of the dramatists 
should not be left to make a mute appeal from the pages of books, nor 
should the pleasant lies of Charles Garvice and Ethel Dell go unchal- 
lenged. The library staff should get into touch with local dramatic 
societies and by means of critical recitals, trashy literature should be 
“laughed out of court.” 

“ But,” you will say, “some of these things will involve extra 
expense ; whence is the money to come?” From where, I ask you, 
does the money come to provide luxurious public-houses and scintil- 
lating shop fronts ?—out of the pockets of the Public. 

This brings me to my main point. It should not be assumed 
that the pronouncement that “‘ The aim of the Public Library is self- 
development in an atmosphere of freedom ” ensures general recognition 
of the place of libraries in the scheme of things. We know that as a 
matter of fact many people still regard literature as a luxury, while 
among those who think it right to spend public funds on books, there 
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are many who think that expenditure to ensure that the books serve 
their purpose, should be kept at the minimum. Such misconceptions 
as these librarians have to remove. 

All that I have said in this paper could have been briefly indicated 
by a few labels such as “ Humanism,” “ Liberal Education,” and 
“‘ Imagination.” So long as people do not realise for what such terms 
stand, however, they may consider it “ the thing ” to give these things 
lip-service, but they will not be prepared to pay for them. I have 
therefore tried to show how, through people looking at “ things ” 
rather than the purposes the things should serve, material interests 
have suffered. 

St. Peter says that it is the duty of every Christian to be “ reagd 
always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason, concerniny 
the hope that is in you.” This idea is needed in library work. I 
should like to see a school of librarians who should explain in a manner 
intelligible to every ratepayer, exactly how it is that libraries are really 
investments, and I would suggest that to this end, the education of 
library workers should embrace more of the meaning of libraries than 
it does at present. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 


UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE. 
Lonpon, 7th July, 1928. 


The following awards have been made at University College :— 
FACULTY OF ARTS (SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP). 
Director’s Prize: S. A. J. Moorat. 
Macalister Prize: Edith M. L. M. White. 

Diplomas in Librarianship have been obtained by M. Baber, 
Dorothy Catley, Evelyn E. Charlesworth, Dorothy Coates, Violet R. 
Clayton, Sylvia E. S. Green, Doris M. Hanks, F. C. Hughesdon, 
Hilda M. Jennings, Doris A. Lush, Agnes M. L. Orton, Mary C. 
Stanley-Smith, Edith M. L. M. White. 

Entrance Exhibitions: Lilian R. Andrews. 
Second Year : P. B. James. 





THE DIVISIONS. 


LIVERPOOL AND District BRANCH. 
(ELECTION OF BRANCH COUNCIL.) 


Nominations for the Election of the Council of the Liverpool and District 
Branch for the year 1923-24 should reach the undersigned not later than 
Monday, September 17th, 1923. 


(Signed) J. T. Evans, 
Reference Library, Hon. Secretary. 
William Brown Street, Liverpool. 

















327 


" ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
CLASSES IN LIBRARIANSHIP, 1923-24. 


Provided a sufficient number of students enrol, it is hoped that it may be 
possible to form classes in the following subjects at the Technical School, 
Byrom Street, Liverpool. 


Subject. Day and Time. To commence. Teacher. 
Classification. Thursdays, October 11th Mr. W. Wilson, 
10—11 am. Chief Librarian, 
Wallasey. 
Cataloguing Tuesdays, October 9th Mr. E. C. Wickens, 
9.45—10.45 a.m. Senior Assistant, 
Reference Library, 
Liverpool. 
Library Routine Mondays, October 8th Mr. R. Cochran, 
10—11 a.m. Library, Walton, 
and Fazakerley 
Branch Library, 
Liverpool. 


Fees (for course of twenty-four lessons—7s. 6d. for one subject, and 
2s. 6d. for each additional subject) to be paid at the School at the beginning of 
the course. Students desiring to enrol are requested to notify the undersigned 


as soon as possible. 
(Signed) J. T. Evans, 
Reference Library, Hon. Secretary. 
William Brown Street, Liverpool. 





Soutu Coast Division. 
PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The Autumn Meeting will be held at Worthing on Wednesday, 
October 10th. 

Arrangements are being made for a coach ride to Bunton and Wiston 
in the afternoon. The route will be through the beautiful Findon Valley, and 
this should be an additional attraction to members. 

The evening meeting will take place in the Art Gallery, when a lantern 
lecture, entitled “‘ Sussex Wild Life,” will be given by Mr. W. Law, of 
Brighton. 

A detailed programme will be circulated later. 

Grace L. Dan, 
Hon. Secretary. 


ANNUAL MEETING. , 

The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Division was held under ideal 
weather conditions at Portsmouth on Wednesday, July llth. The party 
numbering between twenty and thirty were met by an official guide at the 
Dockyard Gates and were conducted round the Yard. {Through the influence 
of Mr. James Hutt, M.A., Chief Librarian of Portsmouth, special facilities 
were granted to view H.M.S. Renown. The visitors were shown round the 
boat by one of the ship’s officers, and great interest was, of course, taken in 
viewing the suite occupied by H.R.H. The Prince of Wales on his famous 
world tour. 

After leaving the Renown the party were able to see the royal yacht the 
Victoria and Albert, which lay alongside the Harbour. The tour of the dock- 
yard ended by a visit to the celebrated Victory which is now undergoing repairs. 

After a three hours’ tour packed with interest, the party proceeded to 
oa Cafe, where they were kindly entertained to tea by Mr. and Mrs. 

utt. 
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The evening meeting was held at the Carnegie Branch Library, Fratton 
Road, and before dealing “= the Annual Business,a presentation was made 
on behalf of the Division Mr. Hutt to Miss Mildred Barnett, a senior 
member of the Brighton Stall upon the occasion of her forthcoming marriage. 
The presentation took the form of a cake basket. Miss sarees § in a felicitous 
speech, thanked the members for their gift and good wishes. 

The Chairman of the Branch, Miss Ethel Gerard, then took the chair for 
the business part of the proceedings, and in the regrettable absence of the 
retiring Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. Male, through illness, moved the adoption of 
the Annual Report. This was seconded by Mr. F. Pepper, Chief Librarian 
of Winchester. 

The appointment of officers and committee for the ensuing year was then 


Hon. President : . J. H. Hardcastle, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, 
Eastbourne. 

Hon. Vice-Presidents: Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield, Hastings; Mr. A. 
Davis, F.L.A., Southampton; Miss M. Frost, F.L.A., Worthing; Mr. J. 
Hutt, M.A., F.LA., Portsmouth ; Mr. F. W. C. Pepper, F.L.A., Winchester ; 
Mr. H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., F.L.A., Brighton. 

Chairman: Miss E. Gerard, Wo rthing. 

Hon. Treasurer : Mr. A. Hamblyn, a 

Hon. Secretary: Miss G. Dean, Worthing. 

Committee: Miss W. Fox, Worthing ; ; Miss K. Hartnup, Eastbourne ; 
Mr. E. Male, Brighton ; Miss K. Mardall, Brighton; Miss Purdue, Hove ; 
Mr. A. Webb, Brighton. 

Two resolutions passed at the Committee meeting were then read, one of 
congratulation to Miss Barnett, the other of condolence to Mr. Male. 

A vote of thanks to the Dockyard Authorities and Officers and to Mr. and 
Mrs. Hutt for kind hospitality was proposed by Mr. A. Webb, and seconded 
by Mr. F. Pepper. A thoroughly successful and enjoyable meeting was 
brought to a termination about 8 p.m. and as the party broke up expressions 
of gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Hutt were heard on all sides. 

G. Dean, 
Hon. Secretary. 


The Committee has pleasure in submitting the Eleventh Report on the 
work of the Division. 

Membership —The total Membership of the Division is 29 and consists of 
2 fellows, 24 members and 3 associate members. During the year 5 members 
have ed ; 1 fellow, 1 member and 2 associate members have been enrolled. 
The dea ine is also recorded with deep regret of one of the members, Mr. J. 
Ambrose Feist, of the ny sna Public Library staff. 

Officers _—At the last ual Meeting, Mr. Arthur Webb retired from the 
Chairmanship of the Branch, which he had held since 1920, and Miss Ethel 
Gerard was elected to fill that office. The other officers, Mr. Ernest Male, 
and Miss G. Dean, were re-elected as Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer 
respectively. Three vacancies on the Committee caused through the resigna- 
tions of Messrs. Lynn and Mew, and Miss Barnett not desiring re-election, 
awe — by the election of the Misses Purdue and Young, and Mr. G. V.R 


yward. 
‘ Meetings——The usual quarterly meetings have been held, and were as 
‘ollows :— 

July 7th, 1922.—Annual Business Meeting held at Arundel. 

October ‘Lith, 1922.—Meeting held at Brighton Public Library, when an 
exceedingly interesting paper on “ The Study of History” was read by Miss 
Child, a member of the staff of that Library. 
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January 12th, 1923—Meeting held at Eastbourne Public Library, when 
a +. ~~ oe on “‘ Early Sussex Maps ” was given by the Chairman, Miss 
E. Gerar 

April 18th, 1923—Meeting held at the Public Library, ow when Miss 
Marian Frost, Chief Librarian of Worthing, lectured on 

Finances —The finances of the Branch are in a ed condition as 
shown by the appended statement of receipts and expenditure. The Hon. 
Treasurer reports a balance in hand of £8 ls. 24d. 

Miss Gerard has been elected as the Divisional representative and Mr. 
Webb as a non-London representative to serve on the General Council of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians for the ensuing year. Our congratulations 
are also offered to two of our members, Miss Page and Mr. G. Hayward, both 
of the Portsmouth staff, upon their appointments to senior positions in the 
Warrington and Norwich Public Libraries. 

The Committee feels that the work accomplished during the past year 
in view of the difficulties with which the Division has to contend, especially 
the geographical one, is, on the whole satisfactory and encouraging, "but would 
be glad to see more of the j junior members coming forward with offers of help 
in the way of suggestions for papers, and would make a special appeal to them 
to help in making the ensuing year an interesting and successful one. 

are tendered to the Authorities of the various Libraries where 
meetings have been held, also to Miss Frost for giving her lecture, to Mr. 
Hardcastle for entertaining members to tea upon the occasion of the January 
meeting, to the staffs of the Brighton and Hove Libraries for similar hospitality, 


and to all those who have done so much to ensure the success of the past year’. 
work. 


(Signed) Erne: Gesrarp, 
Chairman 


E. Mats, 
Hon Secretary. 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the year ending June 30th, 1923 
Receipts. Expenditure. 

& «2 4. = & << 
Balance in panes for earn Proportion of subscrip- 
1922 ... . 619 8} tions transmitted to 

Receipts .. nee . 1212 0 Headquarters 810 0 


Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
‘Treasurer’s Postage and 





Petty Cash expenses... .2 8 6 
Stationery and Printing 012 0 
Balance in hand -- 8 1 23 
£19 11 8} £19 11 8} 
Examined and found correct, 
(Signed) D. A. Harman 
N. WEBB 
July 7th, 1923. Hon. Auditors, 


Scottish Library Association. Autumn Lectures.—We have 
received the Syllabus of the second Autumn Course of Lectures to 
be given to library assistants and others at Glasgow during October. 
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The inclusive fee is five shillings only, and the programme as: 
follows :— 


Monday, October ist. 
Reception and Social Evening. 
Tuesday, October 2nd. 
10.30 a.m. to 12.45 p.m., in The Mitchell Library. 

Two Lectures on “ Book selection,” by Mr. F. Kent, Superintendent, 
Glasgow District Libraries. 

8 p.m. Visit to the Glasgow University Library. 

The students will be addressed by Professor Robert S. Rait, C.B.E., 
M.A., LL.D., Historiographer-Royal for Scotland. 

Wednesday, October 3rd. 
10.30 a.m. to 12.45 p.m., in The Mitchell Library. 

Two Lectures on “ Elementary principles of book classification,” by 
Mr. E. A. Savage, Principal Librarian, Edinburgh Public 
Libraries. 

2.30 p.m. to 4.45 p.m., in The Mitchell Library. 

Two Lectures on “ Library practice in rural areas,” by Mr. R. D. 
Macleod, late Librarian to the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, 
Dunfermline. 

Thursday, October 4th. 
10.30 a.m. to 12.45 p.m., in The Mitchell Library. 

Two Lectures on “ Library cataloguing,” by Mr. J. Minto, M.A., 
Librarian, The Signet Library, Edinburgh. 

8 p.m., in The Mitchell Library. 

Exhibition of Catalogues, Appliances, etc., illustrating Mr. Minto’s 

Lectures. 
Friday, October 5th. 
10.30 a.m. to 12.45 p.m., in The Mitchell Library. 

Two Lectures on “‘ Open-access library methods,” by Mr. S. A. 
Pitt, City Librarian, Glasgow. 

8 p.m. Visits to Glasgow Corporation Libraries and demonstrations of 
methods of operation, etc. 
Saturday, October 6th. 
Excursion. 
Students will be invited to submit essays on the subjects dealt with, and 
an award of merit will be made to the writer of the best essay in each section. 
The conditions governing the awards will be announced during the Course. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THE PUBLIC. 


To the Editor of THe Liprary AssISsTANT. 

As an ex-Librarian making frequent use of public libraries, both in 
London and the Provinces, I am beginning to realise why the general public, 
and more particularly the educated section of it, holds these institutions in 
such low esteem. 

Until a thoroughly intelligent and well-trained staff is available for 
dealing with the requirements of readers, little but apathy—if not hostility—is 
to be expected. Quite frankly nothing but my inability to afford the member- 
ship fee of some one of the larger subscription libraries would induce me to 
use numerous public libraries I could mention. 
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To quote a recent experience in a library within ten miles of Charing 
Cross. Replying to my request for Whittaker’s ‘‘ Reference Catalogue of 
Current Literature,” the “‘ English Catalogue of Books,’’ or Nelson’s ‘‘ Best 
Books,” the senior assistant, with a blank expression on his face, and after 
glancing along a row of crown octavo volumes, informed me they were not in 
the Library as “ there was not much demand for books of that sort.” I then 
suggested that possibly they would be found in the Librarian’s room to which 
he naively replied that in that case they were locked in his desk! As this 
assistant may be more sinned against than sinning I refrain from giving the 
name of the Library. In my opinion, it is of little use agitating for more 
financial support or spending valuable time discussing the relative merits of 
this or that method of administration until you have solved the problem of the 
efficient technical education of at least some members of the staff whose duty 
it is to attend to the requirements of readers. 

The attached cutting from ‘‘ The Daily Herald ” of August 7th amply 
confirms the above criticism. What is to be said of a librarian who enquires 
whether the works of so eminent an economist as Karl Marx are “ fiction or 
non-fiction.” 

Yours faithfully, 
W. Geo. CHAMBERS. 
38, Cleave Road, Gillingham, Kent. 
Tue LiprariAn. TRA 


The town is which I live is a Conservative one. A few days ago I called 
at the Public Library and asked the librarian, ‘“‘ Have you any books by Marx ? ” 

“* Marx ?” repeated the librarian, dubiously ; ‘“‘ I don’t think so.” He 
turned to his index file, and ran through the letter “‘ M.” 

“ Did you say Marks—M-A-R-K-S ? ” he inquired, looking up. 

“No,” I replied ; ‘“‘ Marx. M-A-R-X. Karl Marx.” 

“IT can’t find his name here,” the librarian said, a few seconds later. 
“‘ But in which section will he be—fiction or non-fiction ? ” 

“T should think he would be non-fiction,” I answered. 

“‘ T have a book here by Mark, in the fiction section,”’ he announced. 

“‘ [’m afraid that will hardly be the same man,” I replied, gravely 

The librarian came back to the counter with a somewhat puzzled air. 
“We don’t seem to have anything at all by your man,” he said. ‘“‘ And yet 
the name seems familiar to me somehow. What did he write ?” 


R. W. RANDALL. 


To the Editor of THE Liprary ASSISTANT. 

Dear Sir,—I have for disposal the following numbers of the “ Library 
Association Record ” :—May, 1916, and all the issues from January, 1919, 
to December, 1922; also the index for 1915 and for 1918-20. 

Any of these will be sent free to Assistants applying for same. 


The Public Library, and The Gray Art Gallery and Museum, 
West Hartlepool. 
August 17th, 1923. 


To the Hon. Secretary, Association of Assistant Librarians. 
Dear Sir,—Our landlord wants our premises for his own use, so, 
under the new Rent Act, we shall have to move. And, to save moving any 
surplus stock, we are offering the following sets at a nominal sum to assistants. 


If there are any of your members who would like a set, I shall be happy 
to let them have them at £1, plus carriage. 
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The set consists of about 80 parts of “The Librarian,” “‘ Best Books,” 
Volume 1, ‘“‘ The Index to Periodicals,’’ Volume 1, “‘ The Business of Book- 
binding,” “« ‘The Production of the Printed Catalogue, ” ** Dickens Honeymoon, 
and where he spent it,” “ Rations, Rationing, and Food Control.” The total 
cost of these is about £6, and we are offering them at £1 rather than send them 
away to be destroyed or take them with us to the new premises. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. J. Pur. 
86, Old Road West, Gravesend. 
July 24th, 1923. 


CONGRATULATIONS. 


To Gurner P. Jones, B.A., Honorary Secretary to the Association of 
Assistant Librarians, who was married to Irene L. Myall, at St. Peter’s Church, 
Upton oe on August 25th. 

To P. A. Meachaen, of Bethnal Green, who has passed the Inter B.A. 
iesalaiies at London University. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


*Miss E. M. Exley, senior assistant, Plumstead, to be a senior assistant’ 
St. Marylebone. 

*Miss D. M. Salmon, Hackney, to be a senior assistant, St. Marylebone. 

Geoffrey B. Stephens, chief assistant, Woolwich, to ‘be sub- librarian, 
St. Marylebone. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Honorary Visitor: Sir Freperic Georce Kenyon, K.C.B., M.A., D.Litt. 
Director: E. A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt. 
The School provides the following Courses :— 
(a) FULL-TIME DAY COURSES. 
(6) COURSES FOR PART-TIME STUDENTS, both Day and 
Evening. 
Courses (a) and (6) are for students reading for the University 
Diploma in Librarianship or for the Certificates qualifying for the 
Diploma of the Library Association. 
(c) SPECIAL COURSES. 
(d) manag and SPECIAL LECTURES on Rural Library Systems, 
Library Work with Children, Illustration of Books, Book-binding, 
Printing, etc., will be given during the Session. 
THE SESSIONS 1923-4 begins on MONDAY, October Ist. 
Students desiring to be admitted should apply forthwith to : 
WALTER W. SETON, Secretary, 
University College, London. 
(Gower Street, W.C.1.) 
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